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Veliki Luli - 1.

The action known as the Veliki Luki Operati:n waé perfofmed by
the troops of the 3rd. Shock Army of the ialinin Front in the period
from the 25th. of H cvember; l9a2 to the 20th. of January, 1943. It
is rich in examples of varlous L&pe= of manopuvre. It started with

1 forces but it developed later by the introduction

units and formations by both the fighting sides. Fur-
tnermovre this operation supplied much material for the study of a
largs, hesvily defended settled locality. The careful study of the
yeliki ATuki Operation is of greast volue for senior officers and

generals of all arms.

R

The snemy Situation and the Character of his Defensive Jlegsures

The German command, reelizing chat with the start of winter the .
sroops of the _alinin Front would take advantage of their exposed
position and start an offensive movenent, and, therefore, touards
the end of October, 1942, started to withdraw its troops from the
comparatively culet sector, and tc Tre-group them in the area of
Belyy and veliki Luki, vhere, at that time, our troops were preparing
for an offensivee puring the second half of Cetober the Germans trans-
ferred into the area of Novosokoltniki from the direction of Volkhovsk
three mountain rifle divisions, and during the beginning of November
they trensferred into this srea three Yaeger battalions and one defenst

battolion. From toe depth of their area the Germnans transferred into
the sgme area the lst. Chemical Iloriar Regiment. Into the arca of
Mogxreki, Polibino, besides the sepgrate subunits and units, the Ger-
mans also moved up the 291lst. Infantry Division.

The enemy at the beginning not having sufficient troops to hold
the entire front, grouped his forces in the most likely avenues of
attack. At the peginning of the operation the area of Veliki lLuki was
gefended by units of the 83rd, Infontry Division and the 336 tho.

Security Battalion. In-the direction of Hevel, the front of 3tupino,
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TELLIGENCE TUANSLATION
Veliki Luki

Mars?yanovo, Forech'ye, was covered by the 591st. Security and the
5ch. Rifle Battalions. The interval between these two defended pos=-
- itions and the areo north of Velilki Luki was occupied by the enemy
settled localities by separate small garrisabs.
The ensmy's reserves ~ the 3rd. Hountain #ifle Bivision and the
re Mortar Regiment % were, at the beginning, of the
he area of Novosokol'nik. The 20th. Motorized
in the area north-east of Nevel. In addition
Tonikc Division was moved from the area of Kholmsk into the
The staff of the 59th. army Corps was sent from Vitebsk
to Novosokol'nik to taks charge of the German troops orerating in the
direction of Velilki Lmki. At the beginning of the oreration the Ger-
mans had the following ¢ » Velili Imki: One infantry division,
(the 80th,) znd eight separate battszlions in the first line of de-
fence, and. in reserve, onc mountain rifle division, (the 3rd.) and
one chemiesl warfare regiment, ond three divisions (the 291st. Infantry
the 20th. Hotorized, and the 8th, Tonk Jivision), approaching the
area
Tho encay d-fences on the near side of town consisted of two
defended -~rens, including several fortified points built for 211~
around defence. The first defended nrea ran through = line of settled
locations 2 to 3 km, from Veliki Luki. The second crea included the
outskirts of the tovm, and not adhoring to settled localities, it
iras the stronger. all settlements were prepored for all-around de-
fonce. For the farther defonce of the ton itself many large and
small buildings had been prepared for it., These included the castle,
the railway station, large stone houses, churches, monasteriles,
schools, baths and other buildings of that tyre. Taken as a whole,
the eneuy's defences were in the south-western area, but in

the towm 15 th -estern sector was the weakest,

The - alea.’

The battle raged in the area Veliki Luki, MNasva, Novosokol'niki

il . i il
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3o
-and Nevela ‘This & 261 a large
nunbcr of rondﬂ-ond preserted thu p0551b111ty of bein used as a
convenient bass for ¢ thrust 1nto the rear'of our troops in the directip
ion of Toropetz znd staraya Toropa. The eiistence of railheads in the
enemy's near rear gave them the carsbility to perform interfrontal
transfers, These rsilways were thce lines DnoﬁA—Vitabsk, and Pskov =
Folotslk. The capture of the Veliki Luki base denied the encmy the
pability to nerform = flanking thrust and broite therail connection
dno -~ Vitobsk.
The terrain in this -rea consisted of irregulcr ravines with a
large numbor of lakes and swamps, which, cven in winter, could not
be traversed by large all-arms formations. The only exception to that
was that vho valley of the river Lovat' vhich flowing in ¢ northerly
divection from Veliki Luki was cuite voggy and heavily vooded. The
olf had an average depth of 1 to l.5 meters and a width of
meters nnd did not, therefore, present o serious obstacle to
crossing.
The town of Teliki Luki lving at the source of the river Lovat!'
was v in jun on for east-west roads. The settlements surrounding
the town, Sovikhoze and labor settlemtnts, assisted in the preparation
of del nded zomes in their arproaches. The rivers Lovat! and Lozovitsa
divide Veliki Luki into three parts, the northern, central and eastern.
In the --estern rart of ithe town there were several churches znd the
old castle which is surrcunded by two large earth embankments. :he
buildings in the central sector, the new part of the ton, containing
all the adminisirative, cultural, end trade establishments, was all
sﬁone. the zsastern sector, the industrizl, was separated
centrzl by the river Lozavski. In it, around the railway
ere srouped establishments, factories, and depots. A large
barracks ares -as also located there. On the vhole, there

were many main buildings in the towm which vere suited for a deter-

mined defence, covering the roads to nowosokol'nik and Nasvi.
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The issembly the Troops:

tiovember th: defence in ths direction of
. by the 257th, and 28th. Rifle Divisions, the
Brigades, the 613 th. .rtillery Regiment and
rank Destroyer art.llery Regiment of the GH? Reserve.
in the period from the 10th. to the 24th. of Hovember other unitp
were sent there from other sectors of the froant as well as from the
rear. From %the srea Toroptsa the 38lst. Rifle Division marched in
and asserbled in the crea Corokhovyye, Nazovichij; the 357th. Rifle
Division, during thc same time, assembled in the area Strizhevo; the
9th. Cuard Rifle Division -~ in the area eastwards of :.uznetsovo; the
L6th. Guards Hifle Division, ofter disembarking at Toroptsa, moved
to the crea .shiovo und the 2lst. Gusrds Rifle Division - in the
aree of (rivisove.
Additional reinforcencnts arrived and concentrated as fodlows:
iiegiment in the are: of 3ukh.Ushitsy; the 2nd. Mechan~
Corpse {composed of the 18th., 34th., and 43rd. iiechenized and
the 36th. zud 33rd. Tank Brigades), after a difficult, 400 km. road
mazrch over very badly broken-up roads in which they l.st much trans-
port ond ecuipnent, orrived om the 24th. of liovember in the area of
Urishino, Lukino; the 184th. Tank Brigade - in the area of Hulinc.

o ~

is the result of the concentration and re~grouping we had been
abie to adhiste a supariority in men and ecuipment as is shown in the
following tcble:

Item on the whole front In direction of mzin thrust

Infantry > times 5 times
Iachine Gans <3 5
lortars 2 6.5
artillery 2.5 5.5

Tanks Absolute Absolute

The 3rd, Shock Army Commanders division: The main thrust was to

Cor
be delivered by units of the 5th. Guards Rifle ﬁiﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ (357th. Rifle
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and the 9th° and Aénh tuards. ! ifle 31v151ons) on the front lierdovishck

Pozhery, in tnc ﬁeneral direction of Ustrian®. After rcaching the llneé
»uaké.hlsloye, Butltlno, the mqln forces were to exploit the success

in the direction of ﬁovosokol’niki :pub! 3mits of the 381st., the 257th,

575h, Rifle Divisions weie to encircl§ and destroy the énemy in

supporting thrust was to be delivered by the 38lst.

in the general direction of .itovo.

seen from the infornation, the operation had a limited
objective only - to destroy the Veliki Luki enemy group and to occupy
the bridgehead. The forces were so grouped and the thrusts were so
planned to strike at more or less weaiker spots in the cnemy's defence.

Conforming to these decisions the fornations of the wrmy received
the following tasks: the 38lst. Rifle Division with the ski battalion
of the 257th. Hifle Division and a company of tanks were to overcome
. itovo, Lemlyoniching, and following that to bypass Veliki Luki on the
north~rrest .

5741, Rifle Jivisionm, holding the forvard defence line, was
to by-pass Veliki Luki on the north-east and south-east.

The 357th. Rifls Jivisiom, with the 27th, Tank Corps, were given
the assignment to destrey the enemy's defences in the direction of
ordovishche, !ryukovo, and to bypass Velilki Luki on the south~west.

The 9th. Guards iifle Division, writh the 36th. Tank Regiment, ad-
vancing in the direction of Ustrian', were to reach the line Lake i.is~
loye, stotiom Uushchine.

‘the 46th. Guardzs 2ifle Division, with the 34the Taonk Regiment, was
to move to the boundary Plekhnovo- Sedurinz.

The 21st. Wnardas Lifle Divislion with the 37th. Tank Hegiment were
to cszpture the line Fenina ~Tolubina.

The 28th. Rifle Diwision were, in cooperation <rith the 2lst. &ifle
division, to sancircle and destral the enemy in the area Stupino, ‘ort? ‘
yanovo, and to advance to the line Balabolkina - Zimmik.

The 235th. Rifle iegiment remaincd in the army's reserve and con=-

centratel in the area of Urekhnovo. The 184%h. Tank Brigade, protecting‘
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Veliki Luki

the left flank of the striking group, vas to be rrepared, f.om the
area of 2te with the 235th, Rifle :asgiment in cutting
ty counter-attack in the direction of iulina,lor-

Dl’lovc °
reserve., 1t

if necezsax
ade, protecting the right flonk of the strike

srepered, £ om the area of Losevo, to counter-

tion of liartinkovo, Gubany, Rozhkovechi, and to

seen, the army had built its attack in one echelon.
nized Corps, comrosing the reserve, could not be expected
onvicaged for tihz second echelon. as will be

circumstance had an important effect on the progress

Proaiitiivoush of th: nemy's Defences:(See Sletch 12 ~not

luded in tronslation, missing in the orifinalj.

1100 hovre on the 24 th. of November the forvard elements of

RS

46th,, and 21st. Guards Jivisions, started

Sthe.,
onnsisanea of the onemy®s forvard defcnces. Lack of de-
haowledge of the forward enemy defence line resulted in weak

and ineffective acticn by the troops. sven after a day's fighting they

sere unabla to uncowver the ontire sys-tem of the enemy's forwvardg de-

erient rrevented our artillery from suppress._ng
ystem of fire for the beginning of the attacke
# the 25th. of November the main forces of the

srouping of the 3rd. 3héck Army attacked, The 357th. .ifle

Division. meeting strong enemy ¢£§3§i§233°ntr vions only occupied the

localities of Batalikiia and 'orushka on the 26th. of Hovember. During

the night of the 27th. to the 28th. of Kovember, the division was to
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Yeliii cakd { o

regroup towards 1 5h Tlank ‘to dlslodve the Germans from Hordo-

i Luki - movosorol'nlkz. Juring
the ! . degim of :é225§%h lﬁlv101on, cdvancing to-
couthéwestern dafonces of Veliki Luki, move@ slouly through

defended apemeaches of the towm, and conducte. bitter huttles for
points ‘tarashchanka, rishneva Bova, and S#kh. sogdanovsiiyl
Laid.
9th. OCuerds 2ifle Division had, by the 26th. of Novcmber,
driven tho Germens oub of the fortified points Bubnovo, Botovo, and
he 28th. of liovember, units of the division, in
188%th. Regiment of the 357th., Division, were
cncircling the enemy group in the arca of Shiripina, and

ta force in reaching the railway in the area of Ustrian®

xifle Division, advancing in the direction of the
Chornozem, ot oble, despite strong enemy opposition, to oce-
-igvo, .ostelovo, and Mishutlkino, and, on the 26tih. of November,
ctation Chernozom, and, on the 27th. of iovember, Varaksino.
The zlst. Ouards Rifle Division, operating on a wide front, was

P

sdvance Towr kilometers durlag four days of bitter fignting
reached the line éazonkiné, Berniove, .ostishche, znd . ryukovo.
On the 27tn. of Howember the army Commander decided to throw the
Bozg:ds {of thc 2nd. .lechanized Gorps) imto ths breach
shae central ccetor of the cneuy's front. The
rate in the wocds east of Suragino in the night
of lovember f{rom vhere it vas to send out a strong detochnent
of Novosokol'niki on the same day. On the 28th. of
.3 vav into the area <ast of Suroginoe. One
alions started to move in the di ection
Hovosokoitniki, bur me ong encmy opposition. The brigade comm—
snder suickly committed his entire force but even at that the capture
of the rail junction tiovosokolTniki was not accomplished until 1600
hours on the 2%th. of November, that is, twenty-four hours later than

planned. From the start the attack was not a successful one. The enemy

KRGSt FORM 13A SHSSEMRQKHCHQ
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hd - Weliks ks

¢ approaches. Besides that, the brigade had to cover its

constantly under tho ottack of verious German detach=

fifis Jivision, encountering practically no oppositioﬁ
snvcloped Veliki iuki from the north-west along
the line Gorovatha-Rzbevina, at the same time cutting the railwvay
The Commsznder of the 38lst. Rifle Jivision semt
vagiment with the 146th. Tank battalion to Veliki
~aunining tvo regiments continued thc attack on

cgiment, rerulsing attacks from

Serukovo, and vivth partc of its units and some tanks rcached the

ouskirts of Tel  suki. The unite of the division advancing to
2%

Novosokeltnilki foughi, ea the th. of iiovember, along the line
Gvozdovo, shushulino. ¥ dotkovo.
reccived the information of thso vvith-
Dir.nion from the arca of Hasva, order
~ho 2t thaf time was
ovy, o move to the -rea of Sopki, Tulub
censive position, and to deny ths en.my access to
novs ~wast. The 44th. Ski and 5hth. tifie BrigadL
¢ seme zrea and for thce same purpose from the
Rifle Brigade, reaching the designoted
ary, nocane Sh ,=-d in Dattle with superior uerman forces,
aArmy Cormander, receiving information
that the : ) his army was threatened by the 291st. German

infantry Division whicn was approzching from Nevel, ordered the 235th

Regiment of his Teoseria 1Aith one b:ttalion of the 184th. Tank Brigade
to move to the line Ttriulevo, Danchenki, and to prevent that divisio

S 0% 155  DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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Velijk Lukh

'TG“* At ~ 3 time, in order to re;nforce its

the Army Commancer svgt the aSth. Ski Brlgade and two reg=-

imerits of the 300th. Hifle Division 1n‘tha€ direction.

Thne, by the end of the 28th. of November, the ecnemy's defences
the area Veliki Luki - station Chernozem were broken, his grouping
the area 3 ina was cncircied, all the roads leading into

west were cut, and the tovmn itself almost com=
3ist. Rifle -rigade repulsed the German advance
culty. On sur Laft flank, vith our re-grouping
new Uerman units. a tense situation deveibpedo At
213 Lne fovces of the 3rc. Shock army, with the exception

chments, were comritted, and the irmy Commander, in

Y

sector, had .o move troops from onec sector to

avember the Geor-mans started to attacke. The German|
qelending Novosckoltniki with units of the 3rd. llountain Rifle

Division, veinforced by parts of th: 55th. Chemical lortar :egiment
{3 six=barrelled merisars), shifted the 138th. Hountain Rifle Reéglminh
intoe the area stobion Chernozem. The enemy also started to concen=-
tho finnks in order to assume the offensive from the
aorbh-uest, & Haswy, sad from th. south, from the area of Poroch‘ye&l
sencrai diraction of Veliki .wltie
o Stk. Germon Tank Division - id not weit until it was conmpletely
sed, and started an attack on the morning of the 28th. of Novembr'

she mine of the river BelsVdr.y. 4t the same t ime units of the

nove from the ares of Poroch'ye

Rautle 1 n the lowcsokolfnilkd Avea @ The 18th. liechanized Brigade

atarted the hattle for Novosokolini i on the 29th. of November, but it
was now essful. 4 detachment of its tanks, advancing to the out~-
skirts of : . were cut off by enemy artillery fire. The brigade,

having spet arm i sssumai the defensive along the south-

eastern approaches te the town. The 1259th, Rifle Regiment of the 381

WS R 13A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTFLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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Rifle Division,

Fedotkovo, fought for the north—eastefﬂ approaches to the town. HNot
héving coordinated the azction of this regiment vith that of the 18th.
Mechanized Brigade, i% also was unsuccessiul,

The Army Commandsr reinforced the Novosokol'niki group by sending
to it the 126lst. Rifle Regiment of thc 38lst. Rifle Division. The
Army Commander azlso di:spatched iato that area, from his reserve, the
34th, HMechanized Brigade with ihe Tank Regiment of the 43rd. Hechan-
ized Brigade. The Corwiander of the 2Znd. liechanized Corps was given

overall commsnd in tacir direction.

The attack on :h2 tovm of Novosockol'niki was started in the morn-

ing of ihe 3rd. oY Dezember, but azs » result of the disjointed action

by the troops, i* was not successful.

AS & resul. of the countcrottack vhich was being mounted by the
German 8th. Ta~< Division at that time, a serious situation had devel-
oped in the srctor of the 31lst. Riflc Brigade and some of the forces
operating ir the Novosokol'niki directii n were transferred. The remain-
ing forces -ere not strong =2nouszh to capture the tovn. The attack was
discontinv.d and the units received orders to assume the defensive
slong the 2astern approaches to the to n. Occupging the assigned boun-
dory, th urits conducted a defcnsive battle from the 7th. to the 13th.
of DJacem:er. The cnenrr, having suffered heavy losses and not expecting

success i this direction, likewise assumed the defensives

The Repv.Se of thc teorman Counterattacks on the Flanks and the Dest-

uctior of the Shiripiwusk Enemy Group. On the 28th. of Kovember the

Gernma. 8thb. Tank Division, reinfcrced by two battalions of SS started

a colterattack from the line of the river Bol.Udray. On the 28th.

the 2neny was not successful and only on the 29th., after heavy art-
jlery ond air preporation, was he zbie to canture :uchina and iorayaki.
Farticularly bitter fighting doveloped here from the 30th. of liovember

to the 2nd. of December. The Germans, attacked the positions of the
3rd. Rifle Brigzsde several times cach day but were unsuccessful. On

13A bu¥ﬂaﬁﬂiﬁ!ﬂ3%lFCIHAiWJRINﬂElUEﬂi%CE TRANSLATION
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Veliki fuki ' , o ' 11

the 3rd. of December the enemy concentrated infantry and tanks in the
ares and reaewed his counter-offensive in three directions,
o Bokrovo, Pavlove, and ioshali. This time more tham two
sttacked. -“nemy air force continuously bombed
Brigadeo
Germans, having brought in fresh
farces by molor Lransport seized Ryadanevo and Timokhny. The situation
nly 10 kilometers separated them from Veliki Luki. The
army Sommander 4 .spatched into thaot area the newvly arrived ed 26th. Rifl
eserve, the 36th. Tank Brigade. The 1201st.
shifted from lovosckoltniki was given th: task
at Jvadncvo and stopping any further uermaen adveance. To

juki from the north-west the 1188th. «ifle Reginent of

Sivision moved to the line Zemlyaniching -~ Il'yino,

£le Regiment into tho area al.Adlestikino. 4S8 a
or Uormsn advance was halted. By the
became possible to throu back the Ucrmmns and %O

localities, among these livadnevo and Timokhny. The enecuy
heving sufier heavy losses was foreed 1o assume the deﬁsnsive in
this direcilion.

Simultenecusly :dth the battles at llovosokoliniki bitter fight
was iought cin the armyts Jeft ilani with units of the 281st { German)
Infentyy Jdivision, which was zdvencing from Nevel. The
Regi ent, reinforced by units of the 18Lth. Ttank Iriga
Tank oestroyer Reginent, baing shiftad in the nicht from the 27 to the
s8th. of Lovember into the arsz of Yorikulevo-Danchenki, attacked, from
the march, the column of the 506th. (Germenj Infantry Regiment and
inflicted on it hesvy losses. A4 Tierce battle was fought with the re~
mainder of the approaching division, as = result of which it -as poss-~
iblie to hold the mzin German force =nd to inflict heavy losses on it.

i+h the arrivsl of the main elements of the 291lst. (German)
Infantry Division and the goth. Regiment of the 20th. otorized Divis-

ion, the enemy [orces were strengthened considerably. The battle took

Kt R I3A EﬂSSElﬂU“ﬂO&lFCﬂuAFCELR¢ﬁiﬂGEbKJETRAbﬂiAEKHQ
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Yeliki iuki ) i2

acted character znd the 51tuat10n on tha front stabilized.

zlready, on the 29th. of Hovember units of the 9th. Uuards 01v131o:i

together with the 1188th, Hifle ilegiment of the 357th. Hifle Division
encireled the Germon group composed of the remnants of the 343rd. and
and units of the 251ist. and 257th. infantry
talion of the lst. Chemicel fortar Regimmnt in the
“arkov, amxi Telezhniko¥., The utermans
importance to this grouping since it delayed our
snd made their movement more difficuit.
of this group wwas entusted to the Commander of
ision., The attack started the night of the
sontinue. throughout the 3rd. As a rcsult of the
grester part of the Shiripinsk enemy group was
destroyed,

Summgry of the Férst Fhase of the Operaticn., In the battles from

e 25th, of I nber to the h, «f December tie troops of the 3rd.
Shock army bdbroke through the eneny iofences, encircled Veliki Luki, an
stopped ali snemy 2tte eak through to the city from the flank
Th y i the sentyal s or advaaced 20 to 25 kms, but were unable

Gernans, maikiing Jood use f the roads, werd
ferces to the front and to slow dovn the breal
the fact that the rirmy had fulfilled it: sssignment in
the excention of the liquidation of the Veliki Luki
Novosokci'niki), the further prouzress of

a protracte. character. The reasons for this

supericrity in men and materials, particularly in

he edvance was slow, and because

:

reoconnaisar the enemy, the operation was

groping.

2. The line comstruction of the army's order of battle, the ob-

2l . -
séﬁn&mg of strong sedond cchelons, lod to the developement that, soon

after the brezikthrough, all the troops had become involved in combat
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dzcisive moments

which, of rouf§ p

3

another, ¥

since the LToops

f,uki and Novosololiniki, to licuida

ward off
a breakthrough
4 strong force was ¢C

other

ning
attention had b
Hovosckoltniki,

well known. A8 &

attacked Velilki Luki. The abtacking

breakthrough of the approaches, and

because the divisional commander did.

of the fores nad to be transferred f

The same oscurred

1y reinforced oy separate regiments

into battle neot well znough Orgunisz

of sho setiviny of the various arms.

ity to dasutrer sndividual sttacks,

tho weak gpoLs.

=3

with little
ves had been committed. Further
many respects on the timely arrival

from otheir sectors of the front.

3, Liver the breakthrough of the

presented shenselves to the commander

om the flanks.

secto”

e
3o

in the Hovoso:0l?'niki sector,
-nd brigades;

ad and

mploymens of the Znc¢. =

of this large fov

13.

any forces available to deliver a strike

He haa to reinforce one sector of the front by

5§B’the speed of operations,

wasted considerable time in re-sgrou.ping°

enemy?'s defences, many tasks

sirultanecusly: to seize Veliki

« the Shiripinsk group, and to

Despite all this the decisive

from the north-west - was correct-

sncentrated in this direction at

sen paid to the fortified points

although the strength of their

matter of fact, less than three regiments

orces spent thelr strength on the

heir further advance was negligib
not have any reserves, and parts
om one sector to the other.

vhich was constant
the units were led
+;ithout proper coordination

This gave the enemy he opportun-—

sd even to mount small sttacks at

sechanized Corps by brigades result-

tion being expended piccemeal

6. Alrsady in the first week of the cperation our svailable resexr-
deveiopsment of the battle depended in

~-f our reserves from the rear and

ROt FORM
8 FEB. 56

13A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INT

caxﬁaawcz'nnAruquxzﬂ
(CONTINUATION SHEET)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010006-8




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010006-8

oL

mTﬂHGmm TARANSLATE
Yeiilkd Jaxci 1

The D.:feat of the Germans in the Voliki Luki Area : After the German

attempts to 1 the Veliki Buki garrison from the north-west had
transferred his major force into the area Zharki,
close to Veliki Luki as pessible. In this
troops vhich had operated in Borsh~

291st., Infantry Division from the

commander of the 3rd. Sh.ck armys
Teliki Luki from that direction,
destroy the Vzliki Luki garrison. In that period]
ght=kilometer wide front was opened up. This
battle was charasterized by the fact that both sides threw in all their

thay ware ahle to collest by re-grouping and by moving up

thae merning of the 1lth. of Jecember, after an artillery pre~-

parsticn, i Garman battalions supported by tanks started an attacko,

ifter soverai short zttacks the enermy was able to reach the zrea Pop-
nov and Jromor. The athacks were continued in the followving days by
avses and on the 14th. of Jccember, the dermans,

of whe Sth. Guards Rifle Division, occupiced Gro-

mov. Thz timeiy arr:vzl of the 19th. Guards Rifle Vivision on the line
Rutino~3otowre, snabled it to start a counter=attack on the 15th. of
ceize Grumov, snd together with the 9th. Guards Rifle
eneny's advance, in the period of the 15th. to

onemy reinlorced his group by transferring

from othay soctors he 20th, Motorizsd Division and the tank battalionéﬂ

of the ilth, 15th, Tank Division:. Bn the morning of the i9th. of
December th- enamy t“tacked us again with a force of zbout a division,

s area of Bashmakov. At the same time, the
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In ordsr O couﬂtéf’+ ks difficult situation, the army commander
took the follé ing wmeasures to strengthen the central sector cf the :
front. In the nizht to the ZOth, [o] Qecembér, the 44th. and 45th. Ski x*i
brigades were concentrated in the area of Telezhnikow, and units of

the 9th., CGuards sifle Corps in the area of Botove. The 360th. RILLA

The newliy arrived 2,.9th. Rifle Division, assembled with
iments in the area of Burtsev.

hoayy losses the enemy vontinuew his attacks from the 20th{

Decenbar. His 291st. Infantry Division operating on a 7

narrov fromnt and supgortad by L0 to 0 tanks agein and again struck in
the direction of Burtsev. As the res:lt of rclentless fighting, the
gnsemy w 2 4 capburs dlekseykovs on the 2lst. of Jecember. The

Army Commsnder, in svder to liquidat: the penetration, committed parts

21fle Division (the 92.st. and 925th. Rifle .iegiments]),

zlone, were not enengh to stop the cnemy. It was found

\ecessary o exchange these for the L4th, and 45th. Ski Brigades, Sup-

ported by the L5th. Tank degiment, 1inich, after bitter fighting, sboppe%

the Gernarn z26TFNRCE.
By thafend of the 2lst. of Jecesher the cnemy reached the line
Fupnov, .leksey: ovo, alisirikha. vits that, the strength of the 291st.
spant. The 20tl., lotorized Division as trans-—
togetiiar with the reinforced 28ist.

- ~ain started wo  ttack. Thelr attack followed one
another almost without interrupticn., Inly in one day of battle, the
23rd., of december, 7 Cerman attacks 1-ere repulsed and over 20 tanks
destroved. Despite these heavy losses the cnemy tried to retain the
initiative to continue tec push forward. On the 23rd. of December, in
order to reinforce the threatened eector; in the area of Gribushino,
Shiripino, and Bztalikha, the 360th, Rifle Division and the 100th.
Rifle Crigede was moved in vhile the 43rd. iechanized Brigade was

concentrated =s the army commander's reserve in the area of noznetsove.

o FOR INTZELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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On the 2uth. of December, according to the orders of the .rmy
Commander, the 360th. #ifle vivision and the hhth. and 45th. Ski Brig-:
ades delivered a count er-strike in the direction of slekseykovo, Their

ttack 4 veloped into a series of bitier nmeeting engagcments, some of

e
which were hand to hand., By 1500 hours the L4th. 5ki Brigade had cap-
.f"

tured Aleksevkovo zad was fighting for thc heights west of the tovn,
whieh chenged hands several times.
TFearing tho eoncgrciement of its riverside grouping, the Geroans
sided be withdraw it from the bag vhich vas developing, and, with
shortening tae front, reinforce the thrust in
the 24th. of Jccember, covered by rearguards,
1ine liedvadkovo, Peryalove, river Lovat. The
1st. S5 Brigode =ad the 5the. Yeger 9attolion, vhich were freed by this
manoeuvre, were sent to the e¢ ntral sector of the fronmt,.
In the followring six days of iincessant vitter fighting, and duspite
the introduction of fvesh forces, +the Germans were unable to break
through to the cnecircled Telilki Luki gerrisiono Farticularly hcovy were
their sittacks on the 30th. and the 3ist, of Jecesmber, but despite the
astyons support by tanks ard aircrafit, success was denied to thec Uermans
and they lost over 20 tankss The encuy was thrown back towards the
a counterattack on the 3rd. »f Januasry and our units again
(the eastern)e.
inc of the L4th, of J[Januory the Germans committed the
vhich had been transferred from the Velizha
area. This formation, according to i ho prisoners, had the assignment
of rcaching Vellki Luki by the morming of the 5th, of January. Two
regiments of that division, supportcd by 50 to 60 tznks and 25 assault
guns, started to zdvence in the direction of Burtseva, Alekseykovo.
Under the gtrong pressure cf a superior cnemy, our units were forced
to sbandon these settled localities, i
Oon thc 5th. of January the onery continued his attacks., D.:spite E
contimusd counterattzcks by our Lroops, the enemy was able, by the endlj

of the 6th. of January, to occupy Sakhmy and Selilova. Tho Germans
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reinforced their thrust while it was still in progrees by transferring

the striking force of the 331st 3%ﬁ§é%§91v;sion,.uhree security reg—

iments, and the 6Lh., 8th.,. and 2nd, Veger battalions from the western

front. By‘doing this thoy were able to attain a marked superiority, and

the battle in the central sector flared up againm with the mew forces.

on the 7th. of January aﬁe Germans were able to capture Demya and Pech-
of one regiment supported by 15 tanks on Shiri-
stubborness of our troopss.

In order to help its striking force, the German Command; repeated
attempht to breek through the froat north-west of Sokol'niki. Af
price of heavy losses the ceremy was able to capture Eakino, :.urovo,
Grebnevo, but hc was unable to cdvance further. With that the enem-
second strike from the north-uesi was stopped.

Hleanvhile, in ths central scctor of thc front tha situation be-
came vorse. On the 8th. of January tie Ucrmans vere sble to cut the
railway Velilki Luki - Novosokoltniki , and in further combat reached
the area Dones?yevo, Belodedovo.

Units of thz front reserve 32nd. Rifle Division approached on the

Its 1i3th. Rifle Xeziment, composing, together with
the 184th, ‘‘ank Brigade, the advance suard, delivered a flank sttack
fermian wedge from iarkove to leliseykovo, forcing the cenemy to
its forees and rciieving ours in the direcction of
Belodedove. Lievertheless the situaticn ronained very scerious cs the
Germens aprvoached to within 4 to 5 .ms. of Teliki Luki on the 10th.
of January. The Germen Field arshal Von .luge, according to prisoners,
had set the relief of Veliki iuki az the tsrget for the 10th. of Jan-
uary, regcrdless of coste.

Continuing the battle for the dostruction of the Veliki Luki
garrison in the arrroacnes of the tc m and even in th: town itself,
wnits of the 3rd. shock irmy st the same time approached the rortified
line west of the -orm of Veliki Luki. Already on the 2nd. of January
two regiments of the 357th. Rifle Vivision occupied the defended line

height 108.9, the escstern outshkirts of Rybiki (the western), sukh. Bog-

ASl R 13A  DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTRLLIGENCE TRANSIATION
8 FEB. 56 (CONTINUATION SHEET)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010006-8



INTELUIGEMCE TRANSLATION | PAGE NOMBER :

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010006-8

Peliki Luki 18,

danovskiy (not shown on map) and started to re-build it with the
front facing west,
The main defended line was laid out in the line Yeremeycvo, height

raz. Velebedskoye (not shown on map - south-west of

Engineer Brigade.
the 10th. to the 12th. of January the Germans
little, but they were finally stopped by the
Tence of our troops. AlY the attempts made by the cnemy
~ough to the towm failed,

The cnsmy!s plan to reach Veliki Luki was unsuccessful despite
conciderahic forces that he committed in the central sector, As
restlt of = month’s bitter fighting the enemy vas only able to ad-

to 15 tms. on a very narrow front, that is, about 0.5 km, per
daye. This ochicvement placed the cnexy in & very unfavorable position
not only did they not resach their target - Veliki Luki - but their
thrust was so narrow that in several places it could be cut by machine
un and it uas very vulnerzble to being cut by our troops from
thea

for the Towm of Velil:i Luki (Sketch 1 - not inciudéd

con be found on rtage 96 of the original). Already on
the 30th. of liovember our itroops closed the ring around Veliki Luki
oncircling the tovm ~nd its garrison of about 7000 men,

From the 2rd. of Dzcembesr our voits were preparing for the final
assault ord conducted a fire battle, On the 9th. of December the Com=
mander of the 3rd. Shock Army ded ided to take the towm by direct 333-15
ault. The main thrust was to be delivered by the forces of the 257th,
and 357th. Rifle Divisions on thc western part of the town. The 7th.
Estonian iifle Division, thich had newly arrived from the rescrve, was
to relieve units of the 257th, iifle Division, vhich at that time op=
erated Z78 to the north, east, and west of the town. ifter the relief
the 7th. oIstonian Division wgs_tgvgoggpgpcg_number of supporting

thrusts from the north, cabt, and est. The complete liquidation of
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the enemy was fb‘s syt on the 16th. of Decembero _

fiG > of “hﬁ d v¢51onal artillery was aSolmned to the surport of
the infahiry, Lhe artillery. preparafion for the attack was to last two
nours and fifteen'minutes; of '%ﬁ'%%ﬁe, two hours were set aside for
the desiruc tion idve « v : T defences.

The alr,force was v s strike apainst the central and

eastern parts of the von durinug the nipht preceding the attacks Durinﬁ

the day of the attack it was to suppress the enemy's defences in the
south~vrestern sector of thue towm, in tho foriress, and on both shores
Lovat! {in the centre of ihe town). The attack was to tak
12th, of December.
battle in ths town srecial d.tachments, consisting of
sappers, and chenical wariasre men, vere formed. Each of these
detachents woas reinforeed by srtilliery ~nd tanks, Besides that each
battalion was Lo prepsre cne reinforced platoon for exclusive vse in
nisht fighting.

The sroops prepared according to thais plena Completion of this
ord .r -as attempted more ovr less seriously by the units of the 257th.
Rifle vivis ion, where five assault cetachments were formed, Each of
the detacaments was about 100 men stronsg, divided into the following
groups: roconnzisance, 5Ssauld, support, holding, and a reserve., In
addition, to cach detachment were asnigned sappers, chemical erfare
men, machine gunners, mortay and artillery men, For the transportation
of the infantry the sarpers had built special traangular sleighs vith
o walls between vhich sa G and stone had been placed., These slelghs
vere Lo bo ruiled by tanks. Personnol of the detachments were exercibed
1n street fighting on special models con nstructed of snou.

yuch less soricus attention te the preparation was paid by the

commnanders of the 357th, and esnaciclily of the 7th. istonian Digision.
These considered it sufficient to rcinforce regular battalioms vith
heavy weapons and srecialists, instcad of forming special datbahments.

on the 12tn. of december thz assavlt on account of the heavy fog

could not be carried out and was postpened until the next day.
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On the 1l3th. of Jecember th: fog had not decreased. Despite the
fact that tle visibility was &ery limited, the units received the order ;
to attack. The air force was, on account of the fog, unable to operate
prior to or during the sttack. The fire of the artillery and mortars

as not nearly o ctive on account of the fog. The assaulting in-
fantry vas met by ¢ 8 w fire snd had to lie dowm in the snov.
Only the 57th. Rifle 1 i was able to break through to the north=
western outskirts of the tovn. The assault groups moved forwvard step
by step, preparing the road for the infaniry, clearing the remaining A
enemy from ithe city blocks. The 9 8th. Rifle Regiment succeeded in
erossing the river Lovabt with parts of #ts forces and in entrenching
on the castern shore of the river. further advance was denied to this
division by heavy enemy fire from the eastern shore of the river and

the fortified point Rykanovo.
P y

The unsatisfactory preperation by the 357th. and 7th. Estonian KﬂJL

Rifle pivisions showed in the Jack of success of their operations. The
left flanking regiment of the 357th. Rifle nivision, exploiting the
success of the 257th. iifle Division, by-passed the fortress from the
north n~nd reached the river. The resaining regiments continued to
fight in their departure rositions for the remainder of the dey. The
Tth. i ian ifle Division did not achieve any success throughout
the daye

During the 1ith. to the i6th. of December the battle continued
with undiminished ferocity. The 257ta. Rifle Jivision conguered the
north-~vestern sector of the town and the distillery on the eastern
shore of the river Lovat. The 357th. rifle Division, re-grouped, and
after several attacks, seized the fortified poigt Rybiki (the weétern)
By the 1éth. of Jccember cts 1188th. and 1192nd. Rifle ifegiments
roached the fortress from the west, ané the 1190th, Rifle cegiment
engaged the fortress f+om the north. The 7the. gstonian Rifle Division
after three days of fighting subdued seversl populated places and with :
its 300th. Rifle Regiment approached the south-western outskirts of

the tovn. .
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Thevtgsk of subduing the to'n by the 16th. of December was not

ccomrllshed for the _ollovzng rzasons
- the indecisive action qgﬁﬁgégg&gggggxcularly the 7th. .stonian
Division, which preferred tc conduct battle by fire.

- insufficient cooperation between taﬁks and infantry; tanks and i
infantry ¢id not =xploit sufficiently the result of artillery fire; the
anks, movi forward, separated frow the infentry and did not support

its advanceo
the frcouent breaks in control, thus the tagsks became insuffic-
iently clear, furthermore the current lines failed to work on account
of the burning-out of ecuipment, there wgs a lack of radio sets, signal
flares could not bc used, and messenzers on foot and liadson officers
ouickly became casualties on account of cnemy fire.
- insufficient account was tzken of the experience of the first
days of fighting and mista .kes were not corrected quickly enough.
The .rmy Conmander decided, on t,he 16th. of Jecenber, in order to
strengthen she veli:i uki group to introduce one regiment of the 2,9t
sivision into ihe bottle. Units of the 7th. sstonian fifle Jivis
Riflc Division we as cd the task to attack the
Srom the south. The 357th, Rifle Jivision was to attack the towm
he vest. The 257th. Rifle Jivision was, ofter handing over part
of the towa to the 357th. Rifle Jivision, to engage Rykanovy sné &zt thel
ssme time to licuidcte this defeznded point vhieh was » thrcat to our
flanks. Secause of the slowmess of the troops during the re-grouring,
previous mistakes were raspeated, Arsas were handed over slowly, there
was no time left for preparing the atstacks (more accurately, they were
poorly plemned), amd units of the @th., Estonian and the 249th. Rifle
Division did not rrepare for the attzck at all. The result of all this
was not slow in showing. In the batties from the 18th. to the 24th. of |
December, the 257th. Rifle Division concuered Rykanovy and pushed from“
the north-western into the central psrt of the town. The 357th. Rifle

Division finally cleszned up the western part of the town znd completely
encircied the garrison of the fortress. The Estonian units, operating
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against an impreguasble wall, did not attain success,

The Army Commander decided to introduce into the battle the remaink

vo annihilate the Veliki Luki garrison, Accord-
plan, the 257th., Rifle Division advancing
reach the centre of the town and there was to meet
sade, which was advancing from the south, and
L49th., Rifle Division advancing from the line Tarashchanko,
Mishneva. Bova, oad the 7th. Estonian Rifle Division which was advancirg
from the arca S0tove., In view of the size of the breakthrough from the

south-west, the 35 Rifle Division was to defend the westcrn sector

ef the ton writh two veziments and only with one regiment to attack from
he west; setbadiling this to cooperate with the 257th. Rifle Division.
of Deceuaber the uniits started the final assault. Just
rious battles, the 257th., Rifle Division acted more or less
28th, of December it licuidated the German forti-
Vedenshchina and on the 39th. of Lecember it occupied the
western sector of the towm, anticipating violent reaction from the £fAWf
enemy , eanwhile the 47th. Mechanized Brﬁgade broke through the cnemy's
defences in the southarn scctor and mcvec to the centre. 0f great ass-
filame~thrower nanks of the i3th. Tank Regiment,
which burned the Gerrens out of strong emplacements. By the ena of the
day only fcur blocks separated thce units of the 257th. Rifle Division
adVSnéing from the anorth, from the i75h. lechanized Brigade, operating
Lrom the scuth. The units cof the 7th. iIstonian and the 249th. Rifle
Division did not mzke any progress.

On the 3ist. 6f Doemmber bitter fights developed., The enemy, pushed
from throe sides and under the threat of encirelsmont, started to with-
draw to the railirosd junction. On that day the 257th. Rifle Division
and the i7th. Mechanized Brigade seiz~nd the entire centre of the towm
taking mich booty antd over 300 prisonars; the 357th. Division cleared

the enemy fro:x the islands in the river, The success of our troops in

the centre of the tovn weakened the Germean defences in the other sectors
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the oxder of battle within a built-up area should be specificedl

ally designed for that purpose. The assaulting units, operating ig

segments between defended prolnts shouvld be divided into smzll inde-

pendent

sroups, T “ore, the best crder of battle for a populated
2th all tyres of weapons. Glever

es the activity of the follow=-

vvard with determinzstion disre=-
their rear or on the
a strong second echel~

sault groups and to

buids€up locality is always diffia
vithout interruption. This forces the
~nd units te be rwite close to the troops, and
sre often faced with taske which they have to
exploit suecass vhere it presents it self,
and trea » of personnel to be led into
be siven excliusive attention vhich is support-
Rifle 2ivision.

vhe 3rd. Shock army for the

shich he was mowing towards Yeliki
v the constant attacks of our troops
of January ey had lost considersble impetus.
vigon had o considerable moral
sttack. Besides that, they wewr
narrow corridor which
tine. ixpefcting this, the cnemy assumed
of Jsznuary ancé despatched the newly-arrived
Jivisions to reinforce the corridor.
shock Army
ibichino, 3Shiripino, for a counter

—-attack ageinsht the encmy wedge was delivered
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Dones®yevo; a subsidiary strike was

the wedﬂao
th 3rd° Shock army assumed

3

destroy the cnemy in the area

ard repulsing many counter-attacks,
. during - hich several settled locale
By the end of the 20th. of January
shock Army vesched the corea Borshchanka, Jemya,
snavselves. The territory for the

spens 22 days was liberated by us in

. result of operations which occupied

Geval? centre was dastroyad, and the
iuki was in our hgnds. By capturing

more Lavorable

ed heavy losses. In killcd
‘tion to 4,025 prisoners. In the
n and over ten separate
., Infsntry, the 3rd. Moun-
siio Bthe Tenk Division were disper-
th~ 331s8t., and the 708th. infantry
orfer to stabilize thz situation

or fronts hich relieved the

~errtion several general

second =cnelon in the army prevented the
speration and fziled in the
superiority in
the commitment of his

he second hzlf of
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‘Docember, the opposing fcrces were just

cowards the end of the

manoeuvrTe bBabil

sbout ecual.
tion of reserves by both
beginniag of the battle, thec intro-

mark
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sides resulted in

ed effect, the introduction

operation had much less effect

nowed that in modern times,

formztions operate from both sides, includ-

ch operations arce ruite possible

snd under difficult

28

described

conaiticons.

4is is shown by the the battle, the organization

cvion avren tive is rather difficult. The

Ter:

brcught, togethe fironts, concentrate in thelr

the

3t careful planning,

ffs

wceh, ond firmfd traffic control

amitted without sde uate prepar-

the Sthe 2

Telleknoun itself ond in the area

(RSO

sk centre of tha stiencth, composition, or ihe sys-

on
only sketchy informaticﬁé/was

forwrard Yerman d_fence line

tho

£ the _th. wuards

2 )

alements, which were given

which resulted in delays

2 troops.

ciony had its effect on the planning

of al instances the army commander had to set

the orerat

% 1y o
je 825

tasks as ‘hich were arising (th . 9th. and

This zlso affected the action of

determinstion. The force iniw

who acted without

=4 sector of Novosokol'niki (a
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Voliki Luki 29,

reinforced regiment a ??

talion) proved entirely insufficient.

sed to be Ehe force origlnally despatched to

iny

ki nor ﬂevcéokol’niki was captured at once

the following extanded operstions recuired twice t

nally plannad,

hanized forces were committed as brigades which

can be explained by the fact

t his whole reserve as the situatb-
oceurred with the rifle cdivisions and brigades
from the rear. They were committed to
wout being given adecuate time to concent=—
~ They e

erre formed into battle groups
frecusntly without cocrdi

rdinating the timing which con-

dereloped with several significant

cooorsunity to re-group and to mend

the insufficient forces, this

-1¢ army commander, sll the forces

there was no rescrve, and

to continue “he attack vithout interruptio
condunted -rizhout tzliing ader uvate account
the rreparaticn ¢ tha Ttroops. On account of this
storbis

nz of operstions, and this

e generel plan but also gave
te nur plans asnd to take counter
1-vs only led tc further extensions in the completion
in heavy losses. ,
ssoult on Veliki Luki little attention was paid to
ipner line of d-fence and his forces were
mated, The +hole attentica was soncentrated on the centre. As
o? this zIimost half of the Jorces designated for the assault
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done by

the inner ne of defence.In the battie fa

t:y close cooreration uas orgnnised iih the vroors.

settled coummunities (Combat Service negulations,
exrerievee of the s for Teliki Luki showed that the de-
plan, the careful preparation of the

importance which helps the bhttle

d:alt satisfactérily with the

problems of

coordingted as Lieen the difid

the ol n nepe, and cven if on the ground, at one point

2

only far awey Ffrom the ficld of battle. From the beginning of the
battle the staffs werc able %4 nort the joint action planned from
the beginning vhich deteriorated continuously. The staffs did not know

howr to re-establish the lost cooperation in the course of battle.
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